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the church program ? Is this human interest being adequately met by 
the commercial and voluntary agencies of the community ? How can 
the facts be ascertained ? If the church is to administer play, what prin- 
ciples should guide her and what typical examples should be followed ? 
The author of this book, himself a recognized expert and practical 
worker in this field, undertakes to answer these questions on the basis 
of a very respectable body of data and in accordance with the accepted 
theories of play. In addition to his graded play program there is a 
very valuable presentation of the successful administration of play by 
various churches. The book attempts no exhaustive treatment of the 
psychology of play, but for practical church use possesses unique merit. 

Allan Hoben 
University op Chicago 

Ourselves: A Personal and Family History Register. By John 
Madison Taylor, A.B., M.D. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis 
Co., 1917. $5.00. 

To assemble important facts in the life-history of parents and 
children is the purpose of this register. When children marry, they 
are to continue the notebook begun by parents, to the end that long- 
continued and careful data on the physical, mental, and social develop- 
ment of generations may afford a solid basis for deducing the principles 
underlying race betterment. It is recommended that the volumes so 
compiled be sent to the Eugenics Record Office, Cold Spring Harbor. 

Charts and blanks are provided for the following: ancestry; baby 
record, physical and mental; history of health, injuries, accidents, 
operations, etc.; physical measurements; clinical findings; anatomical 
diagrams; personal growth and crises, education, occupations, etc.; 
photographs and handwriting. The author's discussion of problems of 
bodily and mental hygiene, development of mind, influence of institu- 
tions, and proper education follows. A section treats the old question, 
How far can improved conditions of life overcome inherited tendencies ? 
giving some emphasis to the potency of improved environment. A 
sweeping brush is used, and few readers will assent to all the judgments 
pronounced on a host of complicated questions. 

The difficulty of securing and standardizing observations on life- 
history is recognized, and the co-operation of physicians is solicited. As 
to the value of the enterprise, several biologists who have examined this 
register and whose judgment was asked by the reviewer are unanimous. 
For physicians and students of unsettled problems of heredity the 
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utility is obvious. For psychologists, not alone those inclining to the 
doctrines of Freud, to possess hundreds of reliable records of families 
through several generations would mark a new day in individual and 
group psychology. 

E. L. Talbeet 
University of Cincinnati 

Women and Work. The Economic Value of College Training. 
By Helen M. Bennett. New York and London: D. Apple- 
ton & Co., 1917. Pp. 287. $1 .50 net. 
This book discusses college women and vocational selection with 
particular reference to the psychological phases. The main points are 
that society in general is justified in expecting the college woman to 
function with greater and more immediate efficiency than at present, and 
that to attain this end added care must be used in the choice of proper 
vocations: there must be more intensive study of the temperamental 
characteristics of the persons concerned, as well as increased considera- 
tion of the psychological requirements of the different types of work in 
all their various phases. Illustrative material is presented to make 
the author's ideas clearer. This emphasis upon psychological adjust- 
ment of each person and her work differentiates the book from others in 
its class, which tend to describe "abstract employment" and not "con- 
crete placement" of the individual; and makes it a distinct contribution 
to a field of growing importance. The superficiality occasionally dis- 
cernible detracts little from the worth of the book; and vocational 
advisers as well as college girls should find it very helpful. Although 
suggestive rather than exhaustive in treatment, it is an estimable fore- 
runner for future work of similar but more intensive and scientific char- 
acter. Its value is largely due to the fact that the author writes from 
the standpoint of college training and several years' experience as 
manager of the Chicago Collegiate Bureau of Occupation. 

Margaret G. Bacon Blachlv 

Baltimore, Md. 

The Labor Movement from the Standpoint of Religious Values. By 

Harry F. Ward. New York: Sturgis & Walton Co., 1917. 

Pp. ix+199. $1.25. 

This little volume is a "verbatim stenographic report of a series of 

lectures delivered at Ford Hall, Boston, together with the questions and 

answers of the Forum period following each lecture." The title is 



